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PROCEEDINGS.

According to appointment, xUn introductory sermon was proachod by
Elder J. Armstrong, from Isaiah v. chap, first six vf;rs«»s.

Aflei which, tlm Convention whs or^anizi'd. Elder P. W. Dowd, Pre-
sident, Kiking the Chair; Bro. Nathl. G. Smith was appointed Secretary

j)ro tern.

Player by Elder Warren.
On motion, Breth. Hinton, Jones, Moore, McAllister, Burroughs,

Hlckabep:, and Lawrence, wpi*- nppc.inied a Committee to receive the

Lelicis and money tV(»m ihe Deleeates of the Auxiliary Societies.

Letters, contributions, and Delegates, were received from the following

Auxiliary Societies:

COUNTIES.
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Ministering Brethren were invited to take seats « nu u^, Elders Lowell,

BuRCH, MtDaniel, Wait, Dennis, and Welch, acceplrd the inviiation.

On motion, the names of tkt Delegates were ciill»d over.

On meiiion, a Committee, consisting of four, were appointed to arrange

thb business of the Convention, and report to-raorrow. Elders Biddle,

Wait, T. D. Armstrong, and Richardson, Committee.

On rooiion, a Commilie« of srvea were appointed to supply th« pulpit

with preachers during the session of ihe Convention. Brethren Austin,

Lawrence, Burroughs, Hinton, McAllister, Owex, and Jones, Com.

On moiiun, a Committee of three were appointed to collect and examine

the traisactiens of the Board, with all their proceedings, and report to ih'"

Convention. Brethren Biddle, Austin, Armstrong, Committee.

Adjourned till to-raorrow iiyjf past 9 o'clock.

Prayer by Elder T. D. Armstrong.

SATURDAY, APRIL iGth.

Met accordin? to adjournmfnt:—Prayer by Elder Wait.

Several more Delegates appoared -ud took their seals.

Names of the Delegates called over.

Commi lee of Arr>'ngements reported, report accepted, and committee

disch-ifged.

On motion, a Committee of five were appointed to inqure into the Mis-

sionary operation^ of the last ye^r, and mwke arranijemenis for the ensuing

year. Breihren Biddle, Purify, Culpepper, T. D. Armstrong, and

M'Allister, Conimiiiee.

Lh ive of absence granted to Elder Goodman from and after to-day.

Elder Wait, Gen. Agent, reported—report being unfinished, further

time "iven ti. complete it, with a reference to a comniitree to report ou

Monday. Bmhren J. Armstrong, A. J. Battle, and Thomas, Cum.
Brjthren J. Armstrong, N. G. Smith, and W. R. Hinton, were ap-

poined a Commi «ee on EtJucation.

The Committee on Finance were directed to audit the Treasurer's

account.

Resolved, That the tenth Article of the Constitution be amended so as

to re .d, *' The Conveniio shall hold its meetings annually, commencing

F i.'^;^y prerediog the first Lord's day in August, ai such places as it shall

from xtnr to time direct."

Resolved, That the word semi-annually be substituted, for the word

"quaneriv," in the ei{.hih Article of the Constitution.

Resolved, That tht n»*xi annual meeting of this Convention, be held at

Tick Cierk, Chatham County, Elder Biddle to presicli «he introductory

sermon—Elder Culpepper his alternvte. Eld« r J. Armstrong to preach

on ihe Sribbath, in hfhalf «f the society—Elder Wm. Dowd his alternate.

Eldci P. W. Dowd was appointed o prepare a ciicular to be appended

to the next Minutes.

P.oceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing year, which result-

ed as follows :

Elder P. W. Dowd, Prtsiaent.

Elder VV. P. Biddle, \

*' Wm. Dowd, > Vice Presidents.

^Bro. McAllister, j



Elder John Armstrong, Corresponding Secretary.

Bju. iN. G. Smith, Recording Secretary.
'* 11 NRY AusT.N, Treasurer.

BOARD OF MANAGERS.

J. Culpepper, W. R. Hinton, Peter P. Lawrence, A. J. Battll,

N. Richardson, Joel Gulledge, D. Jonks, J. M( Damel. R. S. I ho-

3IAS. T. D. Armstrong, J. Purify, J. L. Warren, Bryan Burroughs,

Sam'l. Mimms, Grey Huckabee, L^li Phillips, VV. H. AJerritt, V\ m.

Rhem.
Tiic* following iMinisterin^ Breihion, are voluntary Agents.

P. \V. DowD, J. CuLPKPPfR, J. Lowell, Wm. Burch, Eh Phillips,

Wm. Dowd, Noah Richardson, T. D. Armst ng. Job Goodman. Joel

Gulll:dge, John Purify, John Armstrong, Wm. P. Biodle, James

Dennis, Eli Carroll, James M( Daniel, all of 'vliom offrr«d one

nn)nili*s gratuitous seivice to the Convention, except Elder Lowell, who

gi\rs six weeks.

Ordered, Tlint 1000 copies of these Minutes be printed—Elder J.

Armstrong to supei intend the printing and distribution.

T^.e Corresponding Serretary was directed to write to the Cape-Fear

Associytion, tendering oui thanks for their donation, and soliciting their

further co-operation, and giving them a full detail of our objects.

Resolved, That the thanks of ihis Convention be tendered to Eldc^-

J. Armstrong, for his liberality in rendeiing his services gratuitously.

Arlltiurnf'tj (ill Moridyy tnorning 10 o'clock.

Prayer by Elder W. Dowd.
Th'- siaud was occupied during the day, by Elders Dennis, Welch,

and McDaniel.

LORD'S DAY, APRIL llth.

The service of the day opened with prayer by Elder Culpepper :-t-

preaching by Elders Welch, McDaniel, and Biddle. Service conclu-

ded by exhortation, by Elder T. D. Armstrong.

MONDAY, APRIL ISth,

Mpt accordinir to adjournment.

Prayer by Elder Culpepper—names of Delegates called over. Elder

OuLPEPPER handed in $10 from Lawyer Spring Society, Anson Cour.ty.

Conuniiiee on rult-s of decorum reported, report concurred in, and

rules adopted.

Ordered, That the Treasurer be bound in the sum of two thousand

dollai*?, for the ensuing year.

Comruittee on Education reported— report adopted.

The (ornmittee fippointpd to enquire into the state, and cellect the finds

of, \\\e K ileiijh Baptist Missionary Society, were continued. P. W. Dowd,
J. Purify, and VV. R. Hinton, Committee.

TliP rommjltee to >•?. quire into the state, and collect the funds of, the

Chov*ai. Mission M-v S u itMv, v Rie continued. Brethren T. Meredith,

C. W. SiiiNNER, and H. Skinnfr, Committee,



Mesolved, Thfit the Convention .iccept the offer of Elder J. Arm-
strong, 10 edurate voung men of tlie ministry, and that ilir Bonrd hv :iu-

thojiso-d JO send such young men as ihey may appiov.-, to him, or to same
school, and to defray the expense, as far as the funds of the Couveniion
will admit.

As we wish to be distinctly understood on the subject of Education, we
agree to the following rules ofMdraission :—The youwg preacher shall ap-

pear before ih'- Board of the Convention, at a regular meeting, wheie he
shall present a certificate of his regular standing and correct depoitment
in a re'jular Baptisi Church in this State; and also, a wri.ltn licefjse

from his Chuich to preach. The Board shall then proceed faiihfully, to

examine tht* brother, louchinir Ibt, his chiistian ixpe-ience; 2(ily, his

call to preach; 3dly, his views of doctrine; and if found correspond-

ing with the holy word, ihey shall pass an order for his education, as their

be>t judsjement shall direct.

Th«^ Commiiiei; to whom was referred the report of the General Agent,,

reported—report received.

Adjourned for one hour.

M»M according to r djournment :—Prayer by Elder Gulledge.
Voted, Thai the report of the General Agent be appended to these

Minuif's.

The Committee on Missions reported, and the Convention ordered that

ih'' Board be empowered lo employ Missionaries, to travel and pi«ach, at

the f llowinc 'ate^ of compensation : young men not less than ten dollars

per monih, and married men nm more than twenty-five dollars per month
-—to be governed by circumsiances.

Resolved, Thai this Convention express their entire satisfaction with

the con urt of Elder Sam*l. Wait, as their General Agent.

The Committee to examine the tiansaciions uf the Board and collect

all iht* infoiOiaiion in their power, reported—report received.

Rcsoloedy Thai iho Convention recommend the Christidn Index, pub-

iisheil !u Philadelphia, ami Rfr*ligious Herald, published in Richmgnd, Va.
10 the pntronage of th»' B >piisis throu'^hout th« Slate.

Resolved unanimously. Thai ihis Convention request Elder Sam'l.
Wait to continue his General Agency, up lo the nexi annual meeting in

August 1832.

Resolved, That the General Agent receive one dollar a day as com-
pen< !ion for his services.

Resolved, That this Convention regard Sabbath Schools, and the in-

stnirnon gi\en in them, as happil> calculated to give the cliildren of our
coimirv more extensive acquaintance with the word of God, and that Cacb
member of this Convention recommend and encourage them i/) thp section

of roun'ry in which he resides.

Resolved, That the Treasurer transmit the funds ser apart to Foreign
Mi'«>ions, lo the Treasuiet of the Brpiist General Convention of the

U. S. t(» he ipplied to thai obj**ct.

Resolved, That Elder J. Armstrong, be our Delegate to the Baptist

G« I • - I C(w\ emion of t* e U. S.

F.l 1(
'
V CuLPKPpER, and McDaniel, our Delegates to the South Carolina

Baptist Slate Conveniion.



Elders Dexnis, Win. Down, nnd Labkin' Terry, our Dplo^atcs tc

the Vi!i?ir.ia B»; l.-st G«Mieial ANS'JCiation.

Ailjoiinif' ta Fridav bffore ilio first Sabbaih in Adjitisi, 1832.

Piaver bv the President,
P. W. DOWD, President,

NATHANIEL G. SMITH, Secretary pro tern.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD.

TUESDAY, APRIL I9tk.

The Board met at the time appointed, and aOer prayer by £ldcr Eli

Phillips, proce«*df«l to business.

Called thp names of the I'elegates forming the Board.

The moetinc; of the nexi Boird to be at Crdiir CiT»'k Meeting Hoiise^

in CiimberlfiDd countv ; to commenrc on Ftiday preceding the fir^r Sun-

day in August next. Elder Thomas D. Armstrong to preach the inira-

ductory sermon, and Eldrr P. W DowD appointed to preach on Sabbath,

on behalf of the Convention.

Eider Noah Richardson, Eldrr T. D. Armstrong's alternate, and

Elder W. P. BiDDLF. Elder Dowd's alternaie on Sabbath.

The inirodiictorv sermon to b»» preached at 11 o'clock.

Resolved, That four Missionaries beemployed, viz: Elder J. L. War-

REN, for six weeks, to ride in the counties of OnsUw and New Hanover,

and that he receive for his services the sum of twents dollars a month

—

Elder William Dowd, to visit the destitute regions West of Salem, Stokes

Countv, for two months, and to receive twenty dollars a month for his ser-

vices—Elder Eli Phillips, for six weeks, to receive twenty-five doll ts a

month for his services: his labours to be devoted to the de'^titute teyions

South West of Ashborough, RiUidolph Cotinty—Elder James Dennis,

to ride in the Counties of Wfike, Johnston and Sampson, for thiee months,

and to receive ten dollars a month for his services. All of whom are

required to make rep«rts of services performed, &c. fo the meeting of the

Board in Augi^st next.

Elders P. W. Dowd, Saml. Wait, and Bro. H. Austin, appointed a

Committee to draft Rules for the Government of the Missionaries of (his

body.
The General Agent to visit immediately the Chowan Association, and

its bounds; then to visit the Societies formed last vear, and occupy asi

much ground as pricticable.

The Board adj«urned. Prayer by Elder Richardson.

P. W. DOWD, President

.

N. G, SMITH, Secretary.



H, Austin^ Treasurer^ in account with the North Carolina Haptisi

State Convention^ Dr.

To balance in hand last vcar, $238 37
Interest receiTcd on a loan of $ 150. 8 50
Cash of Stephen Powell, by Jesse Davie, .... 250

Mary Joiner, 1 00
Newbern Missionary Society, by W. Sanders, - - 2 00

Colleciion at Newbern meeting ot the Board, .... 19 54
Cash, Widow's mite, Newbera, - 04

Miss Clara Tillman, 5 00
Miss Jane Tillman, 1 00
Neuse Miss. Society, by the bands of Bro. E. Clark. $ 10 of > „

which are from the friends at Hancock's, per Eld. Biddle ^
^ o«.'

Mrs. Fuishire, Newbern, 1 00
Isaac Knox, by Jesse Davics, 1 00

S. B. Powell, by the same. 1 00
William Crenshaw, of Wake County, by P. W. Dowd, 3 50
Elizabeth Dunagen, 1 50
Friend in Newbern, 50

do. IB Greenville, 50

$327 10

Contra, Cr.
By Cash paid for printing Minutes, - 47 50

Balance in hand, $279 60

The above account, of T«vo Hundred and Seventy-nine Dojhr-t Rnd

Sixty Cents, we find to be the correct baUncp in thf> hands of tiir Trea-

surer up to this date.

W. R. HlMOiN, Chairman,

April ISth, 1831.
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Receipts into the Treasury
, from Auxiliary Societies, S^c. at the Annual
Meeting, 1831.
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REPORT OF THE GENERALi AGENT.

Elder John Armstrong, Corresponding Secretary of the Baptist State

Convention of North Carolina:

MY DEAR BROTHER;
The time has at length arrived when it becomes my duty to lay be-

fore you, for the use of the Convention, an nccount of my labours during

the past year. In doing this, I deem it proper, for reasons which need

not now be mentioned, to express myself with the utmost simplicity and

plaiuness.

As I had many appointments previously made for preaching, I began

early in April of last year to lay before the Churches the objects of the

Convention.

Such, however, was the condition in which I was then placed, that it

was not until the first of June following that I was able to make a final de-

cision as to ihe course it would be my duty to pursue through the year.

After spending several weeks in some of the lower counties, it was judg-

ed best to visit others higher up in the State.

The result is, that 1 Society Auxiliary to the Convention, has been

formed in Carteret, 1 in Pitt, 2 in Lenoir, 2 in Duplin, 3 in Orange, 7 in

Chatham, 1 in Moore, 4 in Monigomery, 2 in Richmond, 7 in Anson, and

1 in Davidson—making in all 31.

Besides these societies, there are in the counties already named, and

in Jones, Mecklinburg and Stokes, about 20 Churches and arms or branch-

es of Churches, from which aid to a considerable extent will be obtained.

Some of these last mentioned Churches are very small, and in regard to all

of ih©m, there were circumstances which made it inexpedient, at the time

I v)sit§d ihem, to attempt the formation of regular societies. No reasona-

ble doubt can be entertained but that the most of them, if not all, will

form societies in the course of another year. During the past year I hfive

preached 243 sermons. [ have had the pleasure also, of baptising 9 per-

sons, and of assisting in the administration of the Lord's Supper twice.

In October last, I attended the Sandy Creek Associntion. At the re-

quest of that body, I laid before them the objects of the Convention, and

the plan that hpd been adopted to secure their promotion. The brethren

^rere much pleased to hear of this Institution, and with great unanimity

immediately passed the most friendly resolutions, expressive of their ap-

probation and their entire willingness l« render us assistance.

The instructions of the Board, to occupy the entire ground as I passed,

have not been forgotten. Care has been taken that no Church should be

pa^^sed unnoticed which was in the course I have taken.

Mare ground might have been gone over in the time that I have beea

employed, but it is believed that less in that case would have been accom-

plished.

To many, the Convention was an entirely new concern. It could not

of course be expected that such persons would be prepared to act in a mo-

meut. Some little time would be requisite to enable them fully to un-

dei stand the nature of the objects we have in view, and the plj*n by which

we wish to promote them. They als» wished for an oppon unity, on ma-

ny occaMons, to present their objections and hear what might be said iare

ply to them.
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Something too, has been done to encourage Sunday Schools. As there

are many hundreds of childien in ihe Stitte, whose education is almost en-

tirely neglected, who are spending the most of iheir Sabbaths in a very
wicked manner, and sometimes wholly unrestrained by their parents, 1

have thought it was of immense consequence that some course should be
pursued, adapted to give them suitable instruction. Occasionally in pub-
lic, but more frequently in private conversations, this subject has be«n
introduced. And although in most cases, the places for public worship,

are not suitable lo accommodate a school in cold weather, I was happy to

find the most friendly sentiments were generally entertained towards Sab-
bath School instruction.

The circulation of Tracts, on all occasions when it was deemed expedi-

ent, has likewise been encouraged. In some instances the Churches are

already engaged in this business. And wherever, so far as I could learn,

the experiment has been made, and Tracts have been obtained and read,

their great value is duly appreciated.

In regard to the amount obtained to promote tho objects of the Con-
vention, it is proper 1 should state XhM it has been much reduced by the

general failure of crops last season. The drought continued so long, and
extended so far, that every kind of business depending in any way upon
the application of money, has been seriously affected.

But there is another thing which presents a much more serious difficul-

ty.— I allude now to the very general misapprehension under which hun-
dreds of our brethren in this State labour, in regard to the principal object!

before us. A very large proportion of our Churches contain members
who really believe that the friends of education wish to educate >oung
men for the ministry who are yet in the gall of bitterness, and that the

whole Missionary concern, together with Bible and Tract Societies, is only

a mere speculation.

There is considerable reason to fear that some are to be found who con-

tinue to talk in this manner, knowing at the samr time, iha' all the monies
contributed for these purposes are faithfully and honestly accounted for

;

but with a much larger proportion it is, no doubt, an honest mistake. Ira»

pressions, such as. I h-ive now named, are much more general than I could

have believed, except upon the most unquestionable testimony, one year

ago.

These effects it is believed, hav« been chiefly produced bv books, ser-

mons and pamphlets of a certain character, which have been industriously

circulated among the people.

Too mmy are ready to believe that whaterer they see in print must be
true. And in a community where but few can be found, who are w- 11 ac-

quainted with Missionary matters, it is not at all surprising, that many
should be deceived.

What I have now stated, as you will readily perceive, will account for

much of the misapprehension of which I am now spertkiny.

But there is cause to fear that in some instances this difficulty is increas-

ed by what is heard from the pulpit.

Ii is a source of the deepest regret that some of our ministering breth-

ren do not appear to entertain correct views of the objens of the Conten-
tion. Their sentiments, it is believed, are generally kn«'wn lo the pe<;ple :

And where this happens to be the Ciise, it is Dot difficult to deterffline

what the result will be.
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It if? worthy of remark, thafwh^re objectrons are made tq the oHjeots
*

we Hre laboarins to pi omutr, thfay are, h^^twjij \vith<^t exceptioh, ni^;yie»

with \\\e same decision, aeainsi several 6tHey5 ^ilso/'^iience iq nearly eve-

r3' instance, socieHes formed to assist^in thp./rducatl^nof yoiiAi]: Ynii^Uirs,

who have been previously approved by the Churches lg> wljirh th^^^ belong,

to aid in the spread of the Gospel and tUt^ distribution oih Bibles, t'^e*t:ircy-

lation of Tracts, and the promotion of Sunday Schools, are viewed io'jusj.

about the same light. These are all set aside fogetll*r,.aif*thai toon^iCiout;

anv substitute. The objector would have nothing to do with thes§ p'^n^,

for doinej good. But while he refuses these, he proposes no •thers by

which we may hope to aid in carrying the Gospel to our fellow creatures,*

There are, however, many others, whose sentiments, in regard to all the'

objects! have just named, are entirely different. These persons • are

ready to take an active pait in the work proposed. Many of them have .

been long waiting for an opportunity of giving their aid in connexion witH

their brethren. There is among them a very becoming zeal in the cause.

It would be difficult lo give an adequate description of the joy that they

appeared to feel on learning th^.t an effort was about to be made to send

the Gospel to the destitute in our own State ; and also to aid in conveying

the same treasure to distant heathen nations.

Nor should it be forgotten that there is in all our congregations, a very

considerable number of persons, not attached to any Church, who are wil-

ling to give us assistance. Many of these are quite as liberal as our own
brethren. The Constitution of the Convention they fully understand;

so that all they do, is done knowing distinctly what our objects are, and

what our plan to promote them.

And it is peculiarly gratifying to know, that although some of our breth-

ren in the ministry, seem to labour under a mistake in regard to the nature

and importance of the work before us, there ^ire many others whose views

are cor.ecJ,and whose influence will be well employed.

These have rendered me much assistance. It has afforded them a

heart-felt satisfaction to go with me from place to place, and do all in

their power to help me on in ray work.

Where it was not in my power to see the ministering brethren, known
to be friendly to my business, I have endeavored to do what I could by
writing. Something, I hope, has been accomplished in this way.

I have much cause for gratitude to God, that in every place I have visit-

ed I have met with a most cordial welcome. Whatever the Church or

other friends might think of my object, it is due to them that I state the

fact, that they always gave me a very kind reception.

This brief and simple statement comprises the principal facts which properly belong

to my report.

The state of the Baptist Churches in North Carolina, as you have long known, is far

firom being the most prosperous. Something concerning the nature of the difficulties

that attend them you already see. But instead of making any attempt to enumerate
these diflBcuIties and enlarge upon them, I have thought it would be more profitable to

inquire what vre can do to repair the waste places of Zioo.

This appears to me, alter all, to be the main point. And in reply I would say, send
them, as soon as practicable, not only the Gospel, but also correct information on all the

eflForts of the present day, to become the instruments of saving poor sinners. Nothing
is wanting, in order to remove the prejudices of our brethren, where they now exist,

but a simple detail of facts.

Commeading the interests of the Convention to the protection and blessing of AN
migbtj Gad, 1 rcmftia your Friend and Brother,

SAMUEL WAIT, General Agent
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